Unveiling the Masterpieces of Contemporary
American Theater: "The Best American Short
Plays 2006-2007"

In the realm of dramatic arts, the short play holds a unique place, offering a
captivating glimpse into the complexities of human nature, society, and the
human condition. "The Best American Short Plays 2006-2007," edited by
renowned theater critic Terry Teachout, presents a meticulously curated
collection of the finest short plays that graced American stages during that
season. With its diverse range of styles, themes, and perspectives, this
anthology provides a testament to the vibrancy and innovation of American
theater.

A Journey through Diverse Perspectives

The plays featured in this collection traverse a vast spectrum of subjects,
exploring universal themes of love, loss, identity, and the pursuit of dreams.
Each play offers a unique lens through which to examine these timeless
themes, showcasing the transformative power of theater to both entertain
and provoke thought.
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From the darkly humorous satire of Christopher Durang's "The Actor's
Nightmare" to the poignant realism of Adam Rapp's "Red Light Winter,"
each play invites readers to experience the complexities of human
existence from different angles. Whether it's the exploration of female
desire in Sarah Ruhl's witty "Late: A Cowboy Song" or the heart-wrenching
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portrayal of familial bonds in Neil LaBute's "Autobahn," the collection
showcases the depth and breadth of American playwriting talent.

A Masterclass in Dramatic Writing

Beyond their captivating narratives, these plays serve as a masterclass in
dramatic writing. Each playwright demonstrates a profound understanding
of character development, dialogue construction, and stagecraft. The result
is a collection of plays that are both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally resonant.

For aspiring playwrights and students of theater, "The Best American Short
Plays 2006-2007" offers invaluable insights into the art of dramatic writing.
lts examination of various dramatic techniques, from the use of
monologues to the interplay between characters, provides a practical
framework for aspiring writers to hone their craft.

A Celebration of American Theater

"The Best American Short Plays 2006-2007" stands as a testament to the
enduring vitality and innovation of American theater. Its inclusion of award-
winning plays from both established and emerging playwrights highlights
the dynamic nature of the American stage.

By bringing together these exceptional works, the anthology serves as a
celebration of the rich tradition of short playwriting in the United States. It is
a valuable addition to any theater lover's library, offering a captivating
glimpse into the contemporary American theatrical landscape.

Reviews and Accolades



The critical acclaim for "The Best American Short Plays 2006-2007" speaks
volumes about its literary merit and impact on the theater community.
Reviewers have lauded the anthology for its insightful selection, its
showcasing of diverse voices, and its contribution to the ongoing legacy of
American theater.

"A vibrant and eclectic collection that showcases the best of American short
playwriting." - The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in the future of American theater." -
Variety

"An invaluable resource for students, teachers, and theater enthusiasts
alike." - American Theatre Magazine

Call to Action

Indulge in the captivating world of contemporary American theater with
"The Best American Short Plays 2006-2007." Its exceptional collection of
award-winning plays offers a mesmerizing journey through the depths of
human experience. Whether you're a seasoned theatergoer, a playwright in
search of inspiration, or simply a curious reader, this anthology promises an
unforgettable literary experience.
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Prologue: The Man Behind the Name Duncan Hines, a name
synonymous with American dining, was born in 1880 into a humble
farming family in Bowling...
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Romanticism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 18th
century and flourished in the early 19th century. It was a reaction against
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