
The Privatization Hoax: Exposing the Threat
to America's Public Schools
In the realm of public education, a seductive narrative has emerged,
promising a utopian solution to the perceived ills of our school system:
privatization.

Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement
and the Danger to America's Public Schools by Diane Ravitch

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4631 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 417 pages

This narrative, expertly crafted by profit-driven corporations and their
political allies, portrays privatization as the panacea for all that ails public
schools: low test scores, crumbling infrastructure, and inequitable access.

However, a closer examination reveals a stark and sobering reality: the
privatization movement is a Trojan horse, a deceptive scheme designed to
undermine and dismantle the very foundation of our public education
system.

The Hoax of Privatization
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The privatization hoax rests on a series of false and misleading claims.

Claim 1: Privatization improves student outcomes.

Reality: Research consistently demonstrates that privatization, whether
through vouchers, charter schools, or private management, does not lead
to significant improvements in student achievement. Studies have even
shown that students in privatized schools often perform worse than their
peers in traditional public schools.

Claim 2: Privatization promotes innovation and choice.

Reality: While privatization may create the illusion of choice, it actually
stifles innovation. Privatized schools are often beholden to standardized
testing regimes that stifle creativity and encourage a narrow focus on test
preparation. Moreover, privatization often leads to a monoculture of
education providers, with large, for-profit corporations dominating the
market.

Claim 3: Privatization saves taxpayers money.

Reality: Privatization does not reduce costs in the long run. In fact, it often
increases costs by diverting public funds into private corporations.
Additionally, privatized schools may engage in cost-cutting measures that
compromise the quality of education, such as reducing teacher salaries or
increasing class sizes.

The Dangers to America's Public Schools

The privatization movement poses a grave threat to America's public
schools. If left unchecked, it will lead to:

1. The erosion of public education.



Privatization weakens public schools by siphoning off students, resources,
and political support. As private schools expand, public schools will be left
with a disproportionate share of students with special needs, language
barriers, and economic disadvantages.

2. The creation of a two-tiered education system.

Privatization will create a divide between students who can afford to attend
high-quality private schools and those who are relegated to underfunded
and overcrowded public schools. This divide will exacerbate existing
inequalities and undermine our commitment to equal opportunity.

3. The loss of local control.

Privatization shifts control of education away from locally elected school
boards and into the hands of private corporations, which are accountable
primarily to shareholders rather than the community.

Protecting America's Public Schools

We must not allow the privatization hoax to succeed. The future of our
democracy depends on a strong and equitable public education system.

Here are some key actions we can take to protect America's public schools:

1. Support public funding for education.

Public schools need adequate funding to provide every student with a
quality education. We must reject austerity measures that cut education
budgets and invest in our children's future.

2. Strengthen public schools through proven reforms.



There are many effective strategies for improving public schools, such as
reducing class sizes, providing early childhood education, and supporting
teacher training. We should focus on these proven reforms rather than
pursuing untested and harmful privatization schemes.

3. Build a movement for public education.

We need to mobilize citizens, educators, and elected officials to defend
public schools. Together, we can create a loud and powerful voice for public
education and ensure that every child has the opportunity to succeed.

The privatization movement is a dangerous threat to the future of our public
schools. By exposing the hoax and taking action to protect our public
education system, we can ensure that every child in America has access to
a quality education, regardless of their zip code or family income.
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