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A Journey from Colombia to Mars

Diana Trujillo's extraordinary journey began in Cali, Colombia. Growing up
in a modest neighborhood, she harbored an unquenchable thirst for
knowledge and a fascination with the unknown. From a young age, she
devoured books about space exploration, dreaming of one day leaving her
mark on the cosmos.

Despite facing challenges and skepticism as a young woman pursuing a
STEM career, Diana's determination remained unshaken. She excelled in
her studies, earning a bachelor's degree in aerospace engineering from the
University of Maryland and a master's degree from the University of Florida.
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Making History at JPL

Diana's exceptional talents soon caught the attention of NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). In 2005, she joined JPL as an entry-level
systems engineer, embarking on a remarkable career that would forever
change the course of space exploration.

Over the next decade, Diana played a pivotal role in the Mars Science Lab
mission, which landed the Curiosity rover on the surface of Mars in 2012.
As part of the Entry, Descent, and Landing (EDL) team, she was
responsible for ensuring the safe and successful entry of Curiosity into the
Martian atmosphere.
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Inspiring a Generation of Scientists

Diana's contributions to space exploration extend far beyond her technical
achievements. As a role model for young scientists, she is passionate
about inspiring the next generation of STEM leaders. She regularly
participates in outreach programs, sharing her story and encouraging
students to pursue their dreams.

Diana's unwavering belief in the power of diversity and inclusion has made
her a vocal advocate for underrepresented groups in STEM. She is co-
founder of the nonprofit organization "Latinas in STEM," which aims to
empower Hispanic women in science and technology fields.
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A Trailblazing Legacy

Diana Trujillo's exceptional career and unwavering commitment to STEM
education have earned her numerous accolades. She has received the
NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal, the Woman of the Year Award from
the Hispanic Engineers National Achievement Awards Corporation
(HENAAC),and the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and
Engineers (PECASE).

Diana's story is an inspiration to all who dream of achieving great things.
Her journey from humble beginnings to the heights of space exploration
demonstrates the transformative power of education, perseverance, and
the belief in one's dreams.
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STEM Trailblazer Bio Series

Diana Trujillo's extraordinary journey is part of the STEM Trailblazer Bios
series. This series highlights the lives and work of pioneering scientists,
engineers, and innovators who have made significant contributions to
STEM fields.

Other STEM Trailblazers featured in the series include:

Marie Curie

Albert Einstein

Stephen Hawking

Tu Youyou

Grace Hopper

The STEM Trailblazer Bios series is dedicated to inspiring young people to
pursue careers in STEM and to celebrate the diversity and ingenuity of
those who have shaped our world.
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